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often in deep gloom of spirit, with a froward world.
He had passed away from all orthodoxy; old friends
misunderstood him; to his parents his new views were
a sorrow. But his heterodoxy won him the friendship
and sympathy of Carlyle, who might have said to
Ruskin, " Thy-doxy is my-doxy."

The Oxford appointment did not win him back from
heresy; but it brought him, with better heart, once
more among the throngs of men. He took up his
duties in no perfunctory spirit, and completely rewrote
in a maturer form all his teaching on Art, qualified, of
necessity, with his now inevitable ethics. His first
lecture, delivered on his birthday, February 8, 1870,
was an event in the history of the University. The
crowd was so great that the Slade Professor's lecture-
room could not hold a tenth part, and the audience
adjourned to the Sheldonian Theatre, where, amid en-
thusiasm, Ruskin gave a new direction to work that
has had permanent and far-reaching effects upon his
countrymen. Of his influence the proof is our wonder
nowadays that he should have required, in u Modern
Painters" and elsewhere, to do so much clearing of
the ground. His introduction, then requiring proof
step by step, has for many of us become axiomatic.

Very soon he recognised that merely theoretical
teaching could be of little use unless it were reinforced
by the practical, and to this end he founded the Oxford
School of Drawing, to which came a fair number of
the more enthusiastic spirits. The Professor was him-
self the drawing-master, and he enriched his school